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Information Resource Center Re-opens

After a month-long closing for its
annual inventory, the Information
Resource Center (IRC) of the US
Embassy reopened its doors to the
public on September 03, 2008.
Over 100 people, including
representatives from the
Ministries of National Education
and Culture, other high ranking
government officials, the World
Bank, writers, NGO leaders,
teachers, students, publishers and
media attended the opening
ceremony.

In her welcoming remarks,
Ambassador Wanda Nesbitt said
"the purpose of the IRC is to share
knowledge and reinforce mutual
understanding between Ivorian
and American people.” She also
reiterated the United States
government's commitment of
support to the people of Cote
d’Ivoire.

Following the Ambassador's
remarks, the IRC Director, Marie
Laure Angoran introduced the
attendees to the IRC's newest
acquisitions, services and
upcoming audience of writers and
publishers. The IRC director
seized the opportunity to talk
about the 2008 Children’s Africana
Book Award Winners.

'E, TOURE

Ambassador Nesbitt delivering
the opening remarks.

The 2008 winners include Ivorian
writer, Marguerite Abouet for her
book "Aya," a graphic novel about
teenage life in Yopougon, a
suburb of Abidjan. The Children’s
Africana  Book  Award ~ was
established in 1991 by the
Outreach Council of the African
Studies Association to encourage
the publication and wuse of
accurate and balanced children’s
materials on Africa in U.S. schools
and libraries. At the end of the
ceremony, over 50 people
completed application forms for
IRC  membership and IRC
distribution lists. Local Medias
positively covered the event.




Immersion Session with Human Rights
Activists

On September 4, 2008, PAS
organized an enriching
immersion session with an
association of human rights
advocates. Fifty members of the
association attended the program.
The session consisted in a
presentation of the print and
online resources, the products, the
programs and services, and a
guided tour of the IRC.

Following the welcome words,
the IRCT briefed participants on
the resources, the services and
programs designed for the
audiences. Then, the IRCD made
a brilliant demonstration of the
State Department website

America.gov with a special focus
on the human rights resources.

The participants expressed their
satisfaction for the opportunity
they were offered to visit the US
Embassy and discover such
valuable facilities and information
available for them. During the
guided tour of the IRC,
participants were able to browse
through the print resources and
practice online research through
the America.gov web site and
using  the  human  rights

information links and signed up
for membership cards. PAS
presented hundred copies of IIP
publications on Human Rights.

1 - Members of RAIDH browsing in the IRC
2 — IRCT Oumou delivering her presentation
3 — IRC Trainee, Tanoh Alexis and IRCT at the
circulation desk

4 — Group photo including the IIP Publications
presented




Book of the Month of September:

‘Getting together: Building Relationships
as we Negotiate’

PAS organized its September's
Book of the Month conference on
the Nouveaux Horizons book
titled "Getting Together: Building
Relationships As We Negotiate" on
September 18, 2008. Over sixty
participants,  including a
representative from the Ministry
of African Integration, university
teachers, researchers,
businessmen, media, and NGOs.
In her opening remarks, Embassy
Abidjan's Consul, Mrs. Barbara
Ensslin talked about the relevance
of cultivating and nurturing
successful relationships in
personal life, the work place and
across international borders as
propounded in the book.

The panel, which included Dr.
Fofana Consuela, a Pharmacist;
Professor Tidou-Boga Abiba, a
University teacher; and Mr.

Kamara Siaka, a businessman
engaged participants in
discussing various aspects of the
book, focusing on proven
negotiation  strategies. = They
conducted simulation exercises on
negotiations on (1) an individual's
personal life; (2) the work place;
and (3) the international arena.
The participants commented that
the  program  was  highly
significant because it embraced a
vital aspect of human life and
strongly believe that one can
easily apply these strategies in all
life's experiences, ranging from
family to relations on global level.
The program was covered by the
media; the national television
aired segments of the program
during a prime time the following

Caption

1. Consul Barbara Ensslin delivering

the opening remarks

2. Panelists Mr. Kamara, Pr. Boga the
moderator and Dr. Fofana.

3. View of the participants

4. Panelists during the simulations

5. Mr. Toure the representative

offering the Closing words.



English Clubs in the IRC

On September 10, 2008, the IRC
organized an immersion session
with 40 members of the English
Club of the Economics
Department of the University of
Cocody in Abidjan (IESA). The
Guest speaker Ms. Wylita Bell, the
GSO Assistant gave an excellent
lecture on the importance of the
English language for French
speaking students. The pertinent
questions asked by the students
revealed the interest of the
participants in the subject. The
IRC team carried on by presenting
the IRC resources, services and
programs available for them in
the IRC. Through a PowerPoint

GSO Wylita Bell delivering the
lecture on “The Importance of
English Language’

presentation, the IRCD focused on
some good links for their research
and the E-ournals from the
www.american.gov web site.

A guided tour in the Information
Resource Center ended the
session. During that tour, some of
the students had a hands-on
practice of online information
research; others had the
opportunity to sign for a
membership card. The group
received some IIP publications
including fifty copies of the e-
journals “The long campaign”
and “Dynamic English”.

Please contact the IRC staff @ (225) 22-49-42-49 or -
cca_ci@state.gov, to schedule an Immersion session to the
IRC services for members of vour institution. :



Greetings from Daloa,
the town of Antelopes!

PAS Support to School Libraries in Daloa
September 19-20, 2008

From September 19 to 20, 2008,
the IRC staff traveled to Daloa in
western Cote d’Ivoire for a follow
up to the new IRC activity, School
Libraries ~ Support, ~ which is
designed as a book loan program
to support underserved libraries.
The aim of the program is to
promote quality education in Cote
d'Ivoire. On April 10, PAS
Abidjan loaned three sets of 240
books from the Nouveaux
Horizons collection, 1P
publications and high quality
children’s classic literature in both
English and French to three
schools in Daloa. The books were
read by over 1,500 primary school
children, teachers and parents.
During the follow up activity to

collect the books, students,
teachers and librarians told the
IRC staff that the young readers
were very interested in the Easy
Reader Biographies series
published by ARS Paris. For the
teachers, heads of schools and
parents, the IIP publication “Guide
de I'Education Civigue’ was the
favorite. Unanimously, inspectors,
teachers and parents appreciated
the quality and the variety of the
collection and were impressed
and grateful that it included
books on combating HIV/AIDS.
The  School Libraries  Support
program will continue to reach
other cities and towns around the
country.



US ELECTION 2008!!!
WEB CHAT ON ‘THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE’

PAS Abidjan participated to the
webchat on  “The Electoral
College” of September 24, 2008.
20 graduate students from the
University of Cocody attended
the session.

The PAO  Sharon  White
introduced the program briefly
explaining the meaning of the
Electoral College system and how
it works. The Participants valued
the webchat program which for
them has always been an
exceptional way to strengthen
their knowledge. Interacting with
experts and other participants

was another positive feature to
them.  They said they were
mostly  impressed by  the
speaker’s reaction and openness
in referring them to online
sources. They promised to
exploit the chance to participate to
this online discussion programes.

They expressed their gratitude to
post who presented to them 20
copies of the IIP E-journal “The
Electoral College.” They approved
the priceless educational support
they benefited from this program.

Participants engaging in the webchat session



IRC Intern

Mr. Tanoh started his three months internship program
with the IRC on August 20t. He graduated from the
National Institute of Library and Information Science with
a Bachelor Degree in Documentation. Mister Tanoh is
assigned the following activities in the IRC: update the IRC
distribution lists and support the electronic outreach
program. Besides, he is active in the overall IRC programs
organization.

Mr. Tanoh Alexis

COMING SOON!!!

Don’t miss the events!

« October 8 @ 2:30 P.M.

First training session to prepare the Mock Election for youth, a
joint program with ISCA (International Community School of
Abidjan). This program is conducted in French and in English.

e October 14-16 Outreach Trip to Bouaké

The IRCD will deliver two lectures based on the Nouveaux Horizons
titles: ‘Community Works: the Revival of Civil Society in America’
and ‘Elements of Teaching’.

e October 22 @ 2:30 P.M.

Second training session to prepare the Mock Election. Program
exclusively conducted in English

e October 23 @ 2:30 PM

Book of the month of October ‘Public Integrity’, don’t miss this
conference to promote good governance in Cote d'Ivoire. This
program will be conducted in French.

e October 30 @ 2:30 PM WEBCHAT - US ELECTION 2008
“Ethnic Voting Group Outreach’



